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(j) policy actions.—Except as provided in subsection (g), no
action establishing policy shall be taken by the Council unless
approved by two-thirds of the entire membership of the Council.
(k) alternate members.—
 (1)	Each member of the Council shall designate one alternate
representative to attend any meeting that such member is
unable to attend.
 (2)	In the course of attending any such meeting, an alternate
representative shall be considered a member of the Council for
all purposes, except for voting.
(1)	experts and consultants.—The Council may procure tem-
porary and intermittent services under section 3109(b) of title 5,
United States Code, but at rates for individuals not to exceed the
daily equivalent of the maximum annual rate of basic pay for GS-16
of the General Schedule.
(m) details.—Upon request of the Council, the head of any other
Federal agency is authorized to detail, on a reimbursable basis, any
of the personnel of such agency to the Council to assist the Council
in carrying out its duties under this subtitle.
SEC. 5206. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF.
(a)	executive director.—
 (1)	The principal administrative officer of the Council shall be
an Executive Director, who shall be appointed by the Council
and who shall be paid at a rate not to exceed GS-18 of the
General Schedule.
 (2)	The Executive Director shall serve on a full-time basis.
(b)	staff.—(1) Within the limitations of appropriations to the
Council, the Executive Director may appoint a staff for the Council
in accordance with the Federal civil service and classification laws.
(2)	The staff of the Council shall be deemed to be special govern-
ment employees as defined in section 202 of title 18, United States
Code, for purposes of title II of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978
and sections 201, 202, 203, 205, 207, and 208 of title 18, United States
Code.
SEC. 5207. POWERS OF THE COUNCIL,
 (a)	hearings.—The Council may, for the purpose of carrying out
the provisions of this subtitle, hold such hearings, sit and act at such
times and places, take such testimony, and receive such evidence, as
the Council considers appropriate. The Council may administer
oaths or affirmations to witnesses appearing before the Council.
 (b)	information.—
(1)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B)s the Council
may secure directly from any Federal agency information nec-
essary to enable the Council to carry out the provisions of this
subtitle. Upon request of the chairman of the Council, the head
of such agency shall promptly furnish such information to the
Council.
(B) Subparagraph (A) does not apply to matters that are
specifically authorized under criteria established by an Execu-
tive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or
foreign policy and are in fact properly classified pursuant to
such Executive order.
(2) In any case in which the Council receives any information
from a Federal agency, the Council shall not disclose such
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